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Instructions for Candidates

1. Answer any 4 questions.
2. All questions carry equal marks.

3. Answers may be written either in English or in Hindi, but the same medium should be used
throughout the paper.
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Q 1. Bring out the importance of Indian cotton cloth in the 17" and 18™ centuries. Did trade in this
commodity impact India’s money supply in this period? Explain.
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Q 2. “Agriculture expansion was the mainstay of economic growth in the pre-war period.

Agricultural stagnation was the main reason why economic growth declined in the inter-war
period.” Do you agree with the above statement? Explain.
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Q 3. Do you agree with the view that commercialization of agriculture was a stimulus for
agricultural growth and not a cause for its slowdown? Discuss critically.
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Q 4: Discuss the impact of railways on economic development during the colonial period in the
context of famines and opening of the Suez Canal in late nineteenth century India?
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Q 5: “The foundation of business growth in the [British] Raj era was interdependence between
commodity trade, banking and industry.” Discuss.
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Q 6. “The colonial state’s principal interest continued to lie in meeting the needs of military and
expansion of overseas commerce with domestic Indian policies supplementing these goals to the
detriment of opportunities for capital not just indigenous but British too. In other words, India’s
economic prosperity was never the motive for colonizing India.” Do you agree? Discuss.
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